Psychiatry Update, vol 2 L Grinspoon (ed) pp 604 US$45.00 Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Press 1983 When the American Psychiatric Association published DSM-III in 1980 it made a huge and unexpected profit, which convinced the association's officers that they should be making a more systematic attempt to capitalize on their unique advantages in the field of psychiatric publishing. For they possessed two great assets which no commercial house could rival: a vast membership eager for authoritative and up-to-date information in a more condensed and accessible form than an endless avalanche of journal articles; and the presence within that membership of experts on a wide range of topics who might be persuaded to write authoritative reviews free of charge. So American Psychiatric Press Inc came into being, and the first of what was planned as an annual series of review volumes, 'Psychiatry 1982', was published. 'Psychiatry Update, vol 2' is the next volume in the series and, despite the change of title, the format, the editor (Lester Grinspoon) and the general aims remain unchanged.
'Psychiatry 1982' was a review, not of all the supposedly important 'advances' of the previous twelve months, but of contemporary knowledge and opinion in five areasschizophrenia, childhood depression, sexual disorders, forensic psychiatry, and borderline personality disorders. This second volume, with its more appropriate title, provides a comprehensive review of five new topics, each with its own 'preceptor' -psychoanalysis (Arnold Cooper), geriatric psychiatry (Ewald Busse), family psychiatry (Henry Grunebaum), bipolar illness (Paula Clayton) and depressive disorders (Gerald Klerman). Like most APA publications, it is beautifully produced and the general standard of its thirty chapters is high. But for my taste there is too much detailed factual informationthe depressive disorders section alone has 700 referencesand not enough explanation and commentary. Certainly, several chapters convinced me of their author's erudition more effectively than they improved my own understanding. Even so, this series is a big improvement on the usual mind-numbing annual review, and likely to prove both useful to its readers and profitable to its sponsors.
R E KENDELL

Professor of Psychiatry University of Edinburgh
Viral and Immunological Diseases in Nonhuman Primates (Monographs in Primatology, vol 2) S S Kalter (ed) pp 265 £23.00 New York: Alan R Liss 1983 Recognition of the phylogenetic relationship of monkeys and apes to the human has helped to make these animals particularly relevant in biological research. Historically, laboratory primates have been imported from their native countries with significant mortality in transit. The imposition of trade restrictions has stimulated increased efforts to produce purpose-bred research monkeys. Perhaps the most exciting result has been the improved quality and degree of definition of the research monkey.
In the light of this background, the.Southwest Foundation for Research and Education chose to organize a symposium on the use of nonhuman primates in the study of viral and immunological disease. This book contains the proceedings and consists of thirteen lengthy reports and reviews in addition to twelve short reports on specific areas of interest. Throughout the book the point is constantly made that, for many human diseases, the appropriate primate provides the only relevant experimental model. It is perhaps a pity for British workers that the review of the marmoset as a model for clinical and basic immunology concerns itself largely with the Saguinus species as opposed to the Callithrix species, the latter being more popular, and therefore frequently available in this country.
This book is the second in a series of monographs intended to review particular areas of primate research. The first, concerning itself with cardiovascular diseases, has been extremely well received and I feel that this current text will follow suit. In its review of spontaneouslyoccurring diseases, it should be of interest to all personnel responsible for the care of primate colonies. In its more specific reviews of particular diseases or aspects of research, it has usefully drawn together current knowledge. Whilst it may
